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In our call for papers, we encouraged commentaries from farm and consumer organizations, research groups, agencies, and any other stakeholders on what they felt are the key applied research priorities for the community development aspects of food systems. We framed the call in terms of filling the gaps in research and the literature with the hope that this collection of commentaries will encourage new thinking and approaches to food systems over the next few years.
Indeed, the commentaries that arrived reflected the views of researchers and practitioners from dozens of countries and covered a remarkable range of topics. Some are written by individuals while a good number are written by both formal and ad hoc research groups. We were especially pleased to see several commentaries that came out of collaborative discussions of researchers and practitioners.
The commentaries themselves cover a very broad swath of food systems subjects with local, regional, national, and global scopes. Most reflect on the existing literature and propose key questions that they hope to work on or encourage others to work on. In an attempt to organize the commentaries thematically, I created a very simple typology (see below) using three broad food systems domains for the rows (Production, Distribution, Consumption, plus a fourth trans-system category I simply call "Systems Perspective"), and three general sustainability domains for the columns (Social, Economic, and Environmental, plus a fourth trans-sustainability category called "Holistic Perspective"). The resulting typology consists of 16 cells into which the papers loosely fit. Of course a number of papers could have fallen into several cells; I've categorized them by the predominance of their topical narrative.
A cursory review of this typology suggest that we've aggregated a pretty encompassing collection of commentaries on future food systems research priorities. The largest number of commentaries fit into what might be called the "sustainable systems perspective" domain (cell 4/D), while most of the other cells I Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community Development ISSN: 2152-0801 online www.AgDevJournal.com had one or two commentaries. A few possible holes (cells labeled "None") relate to the economics of production (cell 1/B), which is not a focal area of JAFSCD, and environmental aspects of distribution (cell 2/C). The lack of commentaries in 2/C is surprising since, for example, life-cycle analysis or carbon footprinting are critical topics in understating the sustainability of regional food distribution systems. Dare I provocatively suggest it is not a priority because we are not likely to find a flattering result? Chances are it is simply the luck of the draw, but feel free to comment constructively on this issue using the comment feature.
In any case, this was my crack at categorizing the commentaries; I welcome thoughtful, constructive feedback on my approach and my interpretation of the results.
Please note that all the commentaries in this issue are open access -you do not need to be a subscriber to download the full-content PDFs, and we encourage discourse about the commentaries through the commenting feature on the website. (This can be found just below the PDF on each commentary's page.) Consider not only commenting but also downloading these commentaries and sharing them with your colleagues, your organization's or agency's partners, as well as in the classroom. They would be especially valuable in graduate seminars to stimulate creative thinking about the food systems issues we face and the research that is needed to help crack these challenges and opportunities.
Complementing Finally, I want to express my deepest appreciation to managing editor Amy Christian for her extra effort in preparing this issue, which includes twice the normal number of manuscripts. While the commentaries were not peer-reviewed, they did require considerable time to proof-read and format (including many evening hours). The JAFSCD community is lucky indeed to have such a talented and dedicated editor at the core of this publication. 
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